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Key events that led to Israel-
Hamas ceasefire deal in Gaza

A protester in Israel called for an end to the conflict in early January 2025

Updated 19 January 2025

Israel and Hamas have agreed to a Gaza ceasefire and hostage release deal,
the US and mediators Qatar have said.

Aer the Israeli cabinet and government formally approved the agreement,
the first six-week phase began on 19 January.

The deal follows 15 months of fighting between Israel and Hamas, a
Palestinian armed group and political movement.

The current conflict started when hundreds of Hamas fighters stormed across
Israel's southern border on 7 October 2023, killing about 1,200 people and
taking more than 250 hostages back to Gaza.

Israel responded with a military campaign, starting with an immediate air
bombardment and then a full-scale ground invasion launched on 27 October.
Since then, Israel has attacked targets across Gaza by land, sea and air, while
Hamas has attacked Israel with rockets.

Follow the latest updates here

Who are the released and rescued hostages?

What we know about the Gaza ceasefire deal

How historic deal was sealed with 10 minutes to spare

WATCH: Mixed feelings in Israel about deal with Hamas

More than 46,700 people - the majority of them civilians - have been killed by
Israel's attacks, according to Gaza's Hamas-run health ministry.

Here is a reminder of the key events in negotiations.
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What led to the ceasefire deal
2023

7 October: Hundreds of Hamas-led gunmen launch an unprecedented attack
on southern Israel, bursting through the border fence and targeting nearby
communities, police stations and army bases. About 1,200 people are killed
and 251 hostages taken back to Gaza. Hamas also fires thousands of rockets
into Israel. The Israeli military immediately responds with air and artillery
strikes on Gaza.

27 October: Israel launches a ground invasion of Gaza. Israel's massive military
campaign will go on to devastate Gaza, displace most of the 2.3 million
population, and kill more than 46,000 people, according to the Hamas-run
health ministry.

21 November: A deal brokered by the US, Qatar and Egypt sees Hamas
release 105 of the hostages in return for some 240 Palestinian prisoners in
Israeli jails during a week-long ceasefire. Israel and Hamas blame each other
for causing the collapse of the truce.

28 December: Shuttle diplomacy on a new ceasefire and hostage release deal
starts.

2024

31 May: US President Joe Biden outlines an Israeli proposal for a three-phase
ceasefire in return for the release of Israeli hostages. It forms the basis of the
deal that is agreed upon eight months later.

10 June: The United Nations Security Council passes a resolution supporting
the ceasefire plan.

31 July: The talks are suspended following Israel's assassination of Hamas
political leader and chief negotiator Ismail Haniyeh in the Iranian capital,
Tehran. Discussions resume two weeks later, initially in the absence of Hamas.

17 October: Israeli forces kill Hamas leader Yahya Sinwar in southern Gaza.
Netanyahu calls it the "beginning of the end" of the war.

9 November: Aer months without a breakthrough, Qatar suspends its efforts
as mediator in the negotiations. It says Israel and Hamas need to shi their
positions. Both sides blame each other for the impasse.

20 November: The US vetoes a dra UN Security Council resolution calling
for an immediate ceasefire, saying it "abandoned" the necessity for there to be
"a linkage between a ceasefire and the release of hostages".

27 November: Israel agrees a ceasefire with Lebanon to end a 13-month
conflict with the armed group Hezbollah, an ally of Hamas, which was
triggered by the Gaza war. It reignites hope for a deal in Gaza, with Biden
saying he will make another push with regional powers.

2 December: US President-elect Donald Trump says there will be "all hell to
pay" if the hostages still held in Gaza are not released by the time he returns
to the White House on 20 January 2025.

REUTERS
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17 December: A senior Palestinian official says the indirect talks are in a
"decisive and final phase", while Israeli Defence Minister Israel Katz says an
agreement is closer than ever.

2025

13 January: Biden and Netanyahu speak by phone about negotiations during
Biden's final week in office, aer US Secretary of State Antony Blinken said an
agreement was "very close" and that he hoped to "get it over the line" before
Trump takes office.

15 January: Qatar's prime minister says Israel and Hamas agreed a Gaza
ceasefire and hostage release deal, and that it will take effect on 19 January.
Biden says it will "halt the fighting in Gaza, surge much needed-humanitarian
assistance to Palestinian civilians, and reunite the hostages with their
families".

17 January: Israel's cabinet approves the deal, following hours of discussion
and despite two far-right ministers voting against it, allowing the agreement
to come into effect on 19 January.

19 January: The ceasefire comes into effect at 11:15 local time (09:15 GMT),
following a delay of several hours from the scheduled start time aer Israel
said Hamas had not handed over the names of the first 33 hostages due to be
released.
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 Dismantle the war machine | #ShutElbitDown  

Images and videos are available for free, with the relevant credit 

From 7.30AM on 22nd January 2025, Palestine Action begun occupying ‘The Aviva Centre’ in Bristol, BS34 8SQ. One activist is on top of the overhang of the ‘UK’s largest insurer’, whilst another
spraypainted the front glass of the building. Messages painted on the building include ‘Pal Action’ and ‘Elbit Out’. Aviva provides the mandatory employers liability insurance for UAV Engines in
Staffordshire, a drone engine factory owned by Israel’s biggest weapons manufacturer, Elbit Systems.

Recent disclosures show the company no longer holds direct shares in Elbit Systems. However, as well as insuring an Israeli weapons factory, Aviva also continue to hold investments in funds
which hold Elbit shares.

By insuring UAV Engines, Aviva is facilitating the design and production of drone engines used to power Israel’s killer drone fleet, including the Hermes 450 drones and IAI’s Harop and Harpy
attack drones. Such drones are used to surveil, massacre and terrorise Palestinians, both in Gaza and in the West Bank. 

In direct contradiction with facilitating Elbit weapons production, ‘The Aviva Business Ethic Code’ states: “Respecting our customers, colleagues, communities, partners and the environment is
part of our approach to human rights. As a company, we have an obligation to ensure our business activities do not cause or contribute to violations of human rights of others“.

Elbit Systems provides over 85% of Israel’s military drone fleet and land-based equipment, as well as munitions, missiles and electronic warfare. According to Elbit’s CEO Bezhalel Machlis, the
company “ramped up production” to arm the Israeli military to commit what the International Court of Justice ruled as a ‘plausible genocide’ in Gaza. The company routinely uses assaults on
Palestinians as a means to market new weaponry as “battle-tested”. 

Despite a ceasefire being implemented in Gaza, the Israeli military begun “Operation Iron Wall” in Jenin, West Bank. In the last 24 hours, they’ve killed 9 Palestinians and injured 70 in the region.
Many of those killings were conducted using air strikes and drones. 

Palestine Action’s direct action campaign has also consistently target Allianz offices, as they provide insurance for the other Elbit British subsidiaries. Actions against Allianz included operations
against 10 of their British and Irish offices overnight, as well as sustained actions against the insurers premises. 

 A Palestine Action spokesperson said: 

“Israel’s biggest weapons firm could not work in Britain in isolation. Aviva is providing the mandatory insurance Elbit needs in order to build Israeli weapons on our doorstep. Without insurance,
the Israeli arms maker would not be able to operate in Britain. 

Palestine Action will continue to take direct action against companies such as Aviva as long as they facilitate the destruction of Palestine and massacres of the indigenous population of the
land.”

NOTES TO EDITORS 

If you would like any further information on Palestine action, please contact media@palestineaction.org  

Palestine Action is a direct-action network of groups and individuals formed with the mandate of taking direct action against Elbit Systems’ UK locations at grassroots level, calling for them all
to be shut down and for the British government to end its complicity in Israeli apartheid. 

← 'Not Guilty' Pleas on All Counts, #Filton18 Returned to Prison by Judge
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